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On 5/31/75 the State Adult Correctlone Office 
Olympia, Washington, was bcmabed. Credit was claimed by GJB. 
Thereafter, GJB attacks occurred against two Safeway stores 
and a public utility substation in the State of Washington. 

The claims for credit Involved protests similar to those of 
the Chlcano Liberation Front and the Emlliano Zapata Unit In 
that they were either done In support of farm workers who have 
been deprived because of Safeway, solidarity with striking 
Seattle electrical workers or to meet demands of Inmates of a 
State of Washington prlscm. 

Intensive and exhaustive Investigation has failed to 
Identify any persons directly connected with GJB bombings nor 
has the membership been Identified. The Bureau Is of opinion 
not only Is membership of GJB responsible for violation of 
EID statutes but because of revolutionary activities the group 
Is also probably in violation of other Federal statutes. 

Title 18, U. S. Code, Sections 2383, 2384, and, 





In line with above, the Bureau desires a report be 
prepared concerning this organisation captioned as above. This 
report should reach the Bureau no later than 4 / 10 /T 6 and 
reports should continue to be submitted every six months. It 
Is realized Individual reports have been submitted on each 
GJB-clalmed bombing and therefore this requested report should 
only note date and place of bombing or other action to be 
followed by synopsis of communique claiming credit for action. 
Synopsis of communique Is to contain only that Information 
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Alrtel to San Francisco 
He: George Jacks^ Brigade 



tying in GJB with action and revolutionary statements made 
therein. Unless there is reason to the contrary^ full 
contents of conmunique is not to be included. 
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iULrtcl to Seattle 

Be: George Jacicsoa Brigade (GJB) 

MOTE CX>m»nEP: 



the abore-nontioned boobiag of the Bureau of ledlas Affaire. 
Bead neither denied eor admitted being a aiMiber of the GJD. 
The GJB, eeaberehip of which ia unknovn, has claieed credit 
for eeveral bOAbings in the State of J||ashlngto^BiDce April, 
1975. Beferaced^lli^ eade Belief 

Guperviaor ||||H|||||||h^ 
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REFERENCE; Bureau letter, 2/11/76. 

- P* - 


LEAD: 

SEATTLE DIVISION 
At Seattle, Washington 

Will follow and report activities of GJB in t^ 
Seattle area on a six month basis. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE: 



Copies being sent to San Francisco, Portland, and 
Sacramento for information purposes. 


The Seattle Division is currently utilizing seven 
Special Agents on a full time basis to investigate nine 
unsolved bombings and attempted bombings which have occurred 
in western Washington State during the period from May 31, 

1975, through December 31, 1975. The GJB has through their 
communigues taken credit for several of these bombings. In 
conjunction with the bombing investigation, efforts will be 
made to further identify members of the George Jackson Brigade. 


All four communiques have been submitted to the 
Laboratory for appropriate examination. In addition to captioned 
case, the communiques are carried under the following captioned 
Seattle files: 

SE 174-1100 UNSUB; Bombing of State of Washington, 

Adult Corrections Office 
Capitol Center Building 
fourth and Sylvester, 

Olympia, Washington 

May 31, 1975 

EID 

00: SEATTLE 


SE 174-1127 UNSUB; Bombing of Safeway Store 

1410 East John Street 
Seattle, Washington 
September 18, 1975 
EID 

00: SEATTLE 

SE 174-1175 UNSUB; aka, George Jackson Brigade, 

Bombing of Seattle City Light Substation 

Northeast 41st and 45th Northeast Avenue 

Seattle, Washington 

December 31, 1975; and 

Bombing of Safeway Distribution Center, 

Bellevue, Washington 

December 31, 1975 

EID 

00: SEATTLE 
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MARK EDWIN COOK; EDWARD ALLEN MEAD, aka? 
BRUCE RICHARD SEIDEL, aka (Deceased) ; 
JOHN WILLIAM SHERMAN - Fugitive; 

Pacific National Bank of Washington, 
Tukwila Branch, 

13451 Tnterurban Avenue South 
Seattle, Washington 
January 23, 1976 
BR? NFA; SFCAA 
OOi SEATTLE 


INFORMANTS 
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Identity of Source 
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(Characterization of 

BRUCE RICHARD SEIDEL) 
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Sources mentioned in details of report who were 
contacted during March and April, 1976, are: 


Identity of Source Dates of Contact Contacting Agent 



Meurch 30, 1976, of the "Seattle Post-Intelligencer" in Tacoma 
and Everett, Washington, pertain to the following: 


SE 174-1113 UNSUB; BOMBING OF U.S. POST OFFICE, 

CUSTOMS HOUSE AND COURT HOUSE, 

1102 A STREET, TACOMA, WASHINGTON 
AUGUST 5, 1975, 

EID 

00: SEATTLE 

■i 
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SE 174-1114 UNSUB; BOMBING OF U.S. FEDERAL 

BUILDING, 3006 COLBY AVENUE 
EVERETT, WASHINGTON 
AUGUST 6, 1975 
EID 

■ 00: SEATTLE 


Copies furnished U.S. Secret Service, 525th MIG 
OSI, and NISO at their request so they can be kept advised 
of terrorists activities in the State of Washington. 
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Cfioroetec: 


INTERNAL SECURITY 


Synopsis: 

The George Jackson Brigade (GJB) is an organization that 
recently has taken credit, via cortununiques, for three bombings 
and two attempted bombings in western Washington which occurred 
during the period 5/31/75 through 12/31/75. Communiques regarding 
credit for these events were made available from the period 
6/2/75 through 3/29/76. Communiques indicate GJB is essentially 
a revolutionary group who are directing their bombs and rhetoric 
toward correctional institutions, corporations (Safeway Markets) ,• 
public utilities (Seattle City Light) and were recently involved 
in a local bank robbery on 1/23/76, in which an alleged member 
of the GJB was killed at the scene. Two of the three remaining 
subjects of this bank robbery were captured at the scene, one 
escaping custody on 3/10/76, in which a local sheriff's officer 
was wounded. Other remaining subject still in custody has made 
a statement to local press attributing some local bombings to 
GJB, but denies membership himself. ^ 


DETAILS : 


_ p* _ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
KFRZIM IS UNCLASSIFIED _ 
LATE V a 


A full investigation is being conducted of the George 
Jackson Brigade (GJB) as it is or may be engaged in activities 
which involves or will involve the use of force or violence and 
which involves or will involve a violation of the federal law 
for the purpose of overthrowing the U.S. Government or government 
of the State of Washington and substantially impairing interstate 
commerce. Sources whose identities 

are concealed herein 
have furnished reliable 
information in the past 

Thi. doeumwt cont.in. withrr r«rommen<l.iioo. nor condu.ion. of the FBI. It it the property of thcfiy 
•re not to be dietributed ouutde your otenty. XlOtCd 

Uo CWJVhKNMKWT I’llINTIKC OFFICE : 1*10 O • 
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The GJB has publicly issued communiques taking 
credit for several local bombings and attempted bombings. 
Following is a brief summary of the four communiques as 
well as a bank robbery which took place on January 23 r 1976, 
allegedly involving monbers of the GJB: 



Brigade were responsible for placing a bomb at a Safeway 
Market at 15th and John, Seattle, Washington, on September 18, 
1975.. They were protesting the "criminal exploitation" by 
Safeway of farm workers, store clerks, and the general public. 
This bombing was also in revenge for the attempted bombing of 
the same market on September 15, 1975, in which the bomb 
prematurely exploded killing one of l^eir "comrades" and was 
also in retaliation for the capture of four SLA members in 
San Francisco. In closing they suggested a "Victorious 
struggle against Safeway — even if it takes reducing those 
two stores to burned -out ruins — would be a major step in 
the direction toward people's power". The communique was signed 
The George Jackson Brigade and was followed by a rambling 
poem eulogizing fallen comrades. 



a communique dated "New Year 1976" 

and entitled "Communique from the George Jackson Brigade" was 
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was made available to this office. In this communique the 
George Jackson Brigade claimed credit for a recent (December 31, 
1975) bombing of a City Light substation in Laurelhurst, a 
wealthy suburb of Seattle, and two pipe bomb explosions at 
the Safeway Distribution Center in Bellevue, Washington, on 
the same date. Again th onphasis of tiie ctxnmunique was a 
general harange on Safeway and referred to Safeway and City 
Light as "our own class enemies". C<xnmunique was signed 
"Love and Struggle, Happy New Year! The George Jackson 
Brigade" . 


On January 23, 1976, the Pacific National Bank of 
Washington, Tukwila Branch, 13451 Interurban Avenue South, 
Seattle, Washington, was robbed by four individuals. Tukwila 
is a small community approximately 15 miles south of Seattle. 
The Tukwila Police 'Department interceded during the time of 
the bank robbery which resulted in the death of one of the 
robbery suspects, BRUCE RICHARD SEIDEL. 



On March 10, 1976, SHERMAN escaped from custody 
and was assisted in this escape by two male Negroes, identity 
unknown. A King County Sheriff's deputy was seriously wounded 
during the escape. On March 10, 1976, the fourth member of the 
bank robbery, MARK EDWIN^OOK, born October 26, 19 36 was 
arrested by Bureau ageiyfe and Seattle Police Department. 
SHERMAN'S whereabouts are currently 'unknown. 

On April 12, 1976, MEAD was found guilty on state 
charges of assaulting police officers. The bank robbery trial 
involving MEAD and COOK will take place on April 19, 1976. 
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In this cornmunique, the George Jackson 

Brigade claimed credit for the rescue of JOHN WILLIAM SHERMAN 
who had been captured during an "unsuccessful attempt to - - 

expropriate $43,000 from- the Tukwila Branch of the Pacific 
National Bank of Washington" . The communique suggested other 
manbers of the bank robbery were manbers of the George Jackson" 
Brigade. Communique went on to conunent on "tactical criticisms" 
of the unsuccessful bank robbery, the "murder of their comrade" 
(BRUCE RICHARD SEIDEL), and the necessity to shoot the sheriff's 
deputy during the rescue of SHERMAN because "he failed to ^ 
cooperate as fully as possible". SEIDEL is then further 
eulogized, the Grand Jury system criticized, and the communique 
concluded by sending “greetings and love to our comrade ED MEAD 
still in custody". Communique was signed "Love and Struggle, 
George Jackson Brigade, March 1976", and a po«n follows. 


In a newspaper article dated March 30, 1976, in the 
"Seattle Post-Intelligencer", a Seattle newspaper published 
daily, MEAD remarked to a reporter that the George Jackson 
Brigade is responsible for the August 5 bomb attack on FBI 
offices in Tacoma and the bombing August 6 of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs offic^ in Everett. He further stated "There 
are a lot of actions "that were never claimed by the Brigade". ' 
mead's statement, if true, would raise to six the number of 
bombings by the Brigade starting May 31, 1975, in- Olympia 
to the New Years Eve destruction of a City Light substation. 


In a newspaper article dated April 7, 1976, in 
the "Seattle Times", a Seattle newspaper published daily, 
MEAD, at his trial remarked "i*Jhat we were doing we had an 
absolute right to do in order to further political goals" 
in remarking on the bank robbery. MEAD described himself as 
a communist whose philosophy is "extracted from the teachings 
of all revolutionary leaders". MEAD' further said that "I'm 
going to put the issue of revolution on the adgenda. It is 
government that needs to be tried, not me." MEAD said he 
believes "That this government must be brought down, and 
change can't happen peacefully . . . its going to take a 
revolution by the masses of people". 


Sources acquainted with various militant, and 
revolutionary type activities in the Seattle area were contacted 
routinely during March and April, 1976, and advised they were 
not acquainted with the George Jackson Brigade or any of its 
members outside of individuals whose names are in the local 
newspaper as having made statements to the press. 
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Attached to this report are copies of each of 
the four communiques received from the George Jackson 
Brigade as mentioned above. 
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APPENDIX 



REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST B^TY , USA 

On October 1, 1975, the Revolutionary Union (RU) 
publicly announced the formation of the Revolutionary 
Communist Party of USA (RCP) . The RU, a militant 
covert Marxist-Leninist revolutionary organization 
ideologically oriented towards the People's Republxc of 
China and the teachings of Chairman MAO Tse-tung, had 
as one of its main objectives, the of 

The RCP has published a booklet entitled "Programme 
and Constitution of the Revolutionary Coirununist Party, USA." 

This booklet states "The Programme is both a declaratxon of 
war on the ruling class and a battle plan for the workxng 
class of this country. The central task of the Revolutionary 
Communist Party today, as the Party of the U.S. working 
class, is to build the struggle, class conscieousness and 
revolutionary unity of the working class, and develop its 
leadership on a broad united front against the U.S. 
imperialists . . .>This means .the masses of workers must 
rise in arms, forcibly smash and dismantle the armed forces 
and political apparatus of the bourgeoisie and create in ^ 
their place the organs of power of the armed working class. 

The Constitution of the RCP states "The Revolutionary 
Communist Party takes Marxism-Leninism, MAO Tse-tung thought 
as the theoretical basis guiding its thinking. The basic 
programme of the Revolutionary Communist Party is the complete 
overthrow of the bourgeoisie, the establishment of the ^ ^ 
dictatorship of the proletariat in place of the dictatorship 
of the bourgeoisie and the triumph of socialism over capitalism. 
The ultimate aim of the Party is the realization of communism. 
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withhold ontiroly at this location in Nie file. Ono or morB of the following atatemants, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) with no aegregable 

material available for release to you. 


Infonnation pertained only to a thud party with no reference to you or the subject of your reiiuest 


Infonnation pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) Bu/eeiRU c*P 
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Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
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be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI, 
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Av thle ortaliis v« yUcefi o. call to the e&fcvey otortf'rt 15th fi IS* Jeba 
*i!ic oc7lc/eo Viio cesvered tliGt *'hlcSi eat>lo3£vcs wore planted 
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cn our ova erporlences end cSallcsr ez;xrionco3 of cucrlllcs in other ports of 
Ho country vUero Injuries have also ocourrod* Ve olccrly rccllco that our 
6*tacbs xsust ho diocridneto end hoth serve esd educate tbo ovsrydoy person* 
v6 also red isQ *bst as tbo cootrrvdlctions bcl(i:teu it bscssce herder cad herder 
to bo preiBi a nt a passive ecid ibaoeent bystendor in a vtsr soais, 
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Ovu* attach ca tho Capitol Hill Eofcnffijr had tvo prapocco: First end forcsost it 
vea an oct of love «j:d solidarity tovard a courafroous cor:rsde vi;o risked oad 
i'ova his life in the furthomcco of Ms r<oll.tical ccsvlctlono* Ceooafi, tho 
oci&ioG vaa in retolictlca for tbs capture of four casihera of tho Syiibieiooo 
Ldeerctioa Arngr* 
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• belcher the raay veyo in vhieh Cnfevujr crirlDelly exploits faji^rJ:er<? 

. end its clor.45* rips off tho public tl^rouo-'i price. and soils food Krtaao 

yoiflooed by prsserra iafevey la jiot caly oa (ts^-ibiinlaeoa^ bvt its tcota^lea 

reacu out tbrou^i the entire vcrld end Guoh tho spirit and blood of poor .and 
«^/reoe»d peoples. These crines era ell ^?oll doc^er.tcd cad hare been tho subject 

educttUcnals* tiarchea , dcsanistrcticsaa , boj^cotta,' strikes, and even 
Enti*>truct'auitQ.» ' . ... . 
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J-our deys ago ?o filed vhllo erslns a be* bo bod pleated behind this se 25 a 
^Afevv* 'EK Zia filed because his opproasica, todoi' ret Just oosjcdor, vas so rool ' 
t:ia* he found it necessaiy to ?1 ev daath in order to free hiEsolf, 

Vc GTlevo ever the nur^r of thle ccaraCe; Just 03 ve have erlcvcd ever the 
n^doru ttd capture of Cacree and Jciwvthcn Jadcacc, the P-IA» thr<i« dead 
vcathe^tc.^.lej end couatlcas other falloa varrlora* Put crlof la not caoufrh. 

9 suat trtuiaforsi cur erief into rlshtecus aaeer cad our cr.£cr into directed action. 

Safcviy out of tho Copltol Kill 
ro^uu-cd is the vill to fio so. UslnG a cos4-ir.atioa of both 
poMom violent tactics, people could educate and build tcJord a vlnala« . 
!r^^' F^_prossi\ur fereeo vould hare to reach out beyond thecselvcs: taU:lafi 
etofo, coins doer to door aohira rucplo about tbolr dolly lives 
. wa their proolcr;s. A r-ro;jrcs8 chould be dovolopod end lcj»ler:entoa around thedr 

^Iftvnacea, rocple should lo educated about Eafovsy end tho need for selected 
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•Vo i»av* A right to cr>' for our dead, 
for every 'life 1 b uaawahly precious 
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;-cf~6nc^ of tho thouhcnda klUcd in 1PI?7 at Choiuijol, _ . • . ; 

cf^the vaisuard tt iU^rxnil&f 
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Cerwa» VilUe, end Celiac, ficae into Bletcay vita the othero^ 

Chir grief ifi 2 «a 3 L, cad It ra^^ps ua ntreager end nore huana. 

Cur rase ia 1*001, end it Krltco va rirhtco^ ^d por/erful. 

Ve flsy, hut Jee-ep on r.orlns, h'uilding, loving. 

Vo oiy in the night end go eee r.uohell In tho romlas. 

Vit c-v” one dfly sad defy the c,rsnd Juiy the »e«. 

in tSe dark^ tltc iilczit vo put our eras eround our frtcada to ccauort 

luid in the tex'K of night va eprr.a'aint vi^ 

Vo ti?;m our G^'icf for tho deed into Icvo for the oj llvlna 
ajttd \«fite a letter to Astata! {Z^C K, COtU ht., J.i.J 
Ve cry for.ow ccjcrcdea, end vo otop into tholr y—ecea, 
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Al 1? midnight iJoccnber 51. 1975, we exploded two bottbs 
at Safev;.yn min office for the 3er.ttln.nrea 

SSwultaneou.-.ly, in .nuppert of the City 3,i,'iht wor.<ero and thexr 
Ions and cournseoua r.trike, wc bo:f.bcd the main tr.an.'jforner . 
nupplyin^ power to the very rich LnurcUunit Kcichborhcod. 

CITY LlCrif. Lnl?J?c:i:.!HKGT. 

We of the Ceorge Jacknon Brigade are not City Light workers, 
but ve do live and work in Seattle and City Light is our eneay 
too. For the pa.ot two year.o v;e have watched. City Light v/ornero 
stand up md fight for their rights. Thi.n has been in the face 
of a massive cn.xpaign by the ruling class to force poor aad^ 
working people to ehoulder the burden of thin economic crisis. 

So we have chosen to bring in the Mew Year with respect and 
solidarity for the brave example the city Light workers have set 
by sabotaging the power .source for Laurell'.urnt. 

uo urge the City Light v;orkers to rely on the people; to 
tap, expand and direct the widespread support you have as a 
means to win your .strike and to further the complex process of 
revolution and liberation for all onprecr-ed people. And we urge 
ail workers, poor, opprcn!;.c;d and progrojjoive people in .Seattle 
openly and materially demonstrate blieir .support for City Ligh*. 
worker.s. 

SAFEWAY Or 1- ICRS AM) DKi-QT, BMi.LoVUK. 

"They call us bandit.s, yet every tice wo.st 
Slack U>nd poor and working; people pick up our 
paychecks. v;e are being robbnd, r.vcry time we walk 
into a store in our neighborhood wo .arc brdng h«l.'l up. 

,.nd every ti.T.e we pay our rent, the l,andlord sticks a 
gun in our rib.*;.'' 

Asa.ata Shaktir. 

Black Liberation nmy Bister 

Safeway is oitc of the larg.-.'st cornor.ntion.s in the world. 

It ic the wo rid '.n lar<.,c;r,t food cnain and .n powerful r.gribu.sino.'»o 
and ioir.eri.'ii i.st. .Safeway ha.'; off cc Lively monopoli'soci all f.-=c:.?t.n 
of the* food r,ro:aj.-.r;i:-.g, di.'-.trj bu ti on , .and retailing industry on 
the west coai-.t. A;? a large interna lional l:mdov;ncr, it is the 
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rr«-ii.J«*iit ofUrce fc;dfiral suibsidipa nnd | j» activcXy forced . 
uil; l;Lll fron hin Ir.ud and livliho'o^. Aa a larfe 

iTowi-r, ani*ftw:!y ha» corininlrnlly r.m\ violently orp* cosed 
ti;o rarmwoikcrn and fou^jht their rtiu-r.lc for n . 

*inf«v#.ay cakcR itr. sui'crprof.ita by cnari^in;: poor and werkin^, 

Ireav.lo oM'<.rnc^.aMr,l'j inflated prices for nutritionally 

dfftiaier.t and civcsically poisoned food*. u ^ fv.o ^ 

Jo ir not r.ui-.rioins~ that Safeway has been the t,.r,.,et 

of sasnive rest: ten cc by the P‘-?o?lc includins 
■ ertwcntic'.iaU;, denonatrationr. ann anti-trust «nd ' 

i;ot auprtaino that Safeway has been the target of bor.cinfc,s and 
mrared actions un and dov;n the vest coast throughout Xv7p# 

iiaa^l.y’ cnis aucxer, at the l^ith. and John Safeway m Seattle 
ft; pin unclothes sorcc-nary shot an ••alledged" shopUftcr* In 
ie'fttabcr our comrade io in an indenenaant action, diea while 
ftnaing a bomb behind that store. *a- few days later, and only 
ft. i<iv couTij after the capture ox the SLA,, wc explo..ed a^ boa 
ibistdc that store in an atceapt to conplete the job Po cegan. 
'saCevray disregarded our warping, and people inside the store 

ssopping were injured. • 

•fhis action was wrong because we brougnt violcncw 
and terror to a poor neightoriiood; a neighborhood already 
racked with the violence of hunger a nd the terror of- tns 

^ Vc have tried to rake this kcw it*ar*s attack a rexlcction 

of the lessons wc learned this part year. We are no t terrorists. 
Safeway and City Light arc our own class eneaics and the 
claa.'r cnecies of all who hnvfr felt hunger in their bellies 
or whv'i have been cold in the winter because they couldn t 
pay their electric bill. V.'c have no ouolan about bringing 
dlscriflilnatfe violence to the I’ich. 

•For uo there is always anted struggle. There arc 
•wo Kinds of anr.ed struggle; the armed struggle^ in 
which the people fight empty handed, unarmed, while 
the imperialir-.ts or colonialirts are armed and kill 
our pcoolcj and the armed struggle in v/nicn ve 
prove VC arc not crasy by taking un arms to fiijht 
back against the criminal arms of the ir.periali&ts. 

Aailcar Cabral 
, Guinea 
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IKTERUaTIOHAL ;vOHEH*S day COI'WUIilQUE 
'GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 


On Karch 10th, oenbars of the George Jackson 

comrade John W. S'nerman ^|o°e^pro?r^^ 543,000.00 

Je ^3i*vLce Seidel^dead^^Shernan^shot in the jawj and Sherman 
«“afe ir'Ld if custoaj. .All » 

S the Brisade escaoed after firing on police fron ‘je jea. m an 
tftenpt tf Ssist oir three oonrades trapped in the bank. 

There can' be no revolution vithout noney - *’'^’'5^''®®’ 

?hf^ifinrcfa^^ 

^propriating our funds fron then and tjieir banks. ^ ^ 

Ve have’ 80 far identified the following ‘“f tfl/vio- 

. the lukwila action-. 1) ’'’® «®” IJo^brif f «n on\e and the 

lence that the ?^ss were wil gave had better combat 

ISi" t;re°4Ifl W?f f f floftSfif of^hf fir" f g "f arrivf 

£ 8. : ssf.:'5s.sr 

authenticate the alarn, our comrades shoulc have split i w 

^eL''Suf Ihe f cLfSf 'acLss thi ai^et should have 
fa^o'rf fifepff -thti they did “bS^rsfu tf f -long 

tffr^fg%hffprrfofm^^^^^^^^ 

t t?:"afef "ILff on''?L"pifs uftll fhe three comrades inside 
tSe bLf "re tlket into custody, and still get away clean. 

£.s:: 

■ in retaliation for cnico’s murder. In fact, it u„s o „„rerate 
to fold shooting him. He was sho/t because he failed .0 

as fully as possible with the if t ve cannot 

One of the many lessons we learned from While 

affon/to give the police any t rarticularly 

VC don't particularly want to shoot police, we don t i 
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care either. We vill shoot without hesitation any police officer 
vho endangers us. Also, we fully intend to get justice for Bruce^s 
murder, hut we prefer to retaliate against the murders themselves: 
officers Abbot and rlatthews. * . • * • 

'• Bruce saw "himself as an inevitable product of the mass movement. 
Years of struggle for progressive change taught him that P®°* 
and working people will not listen to communists who are unwilling 
Sd unprepared to beck their deuands with revolutionary violence. 
•Suce Lderstood the need for a noveient with refl 

• teeth, and he set about changing this understanding into a reality. 

His contribution to this process is beyond measure. Had he sur- 
vived beyond his mid- twenties, he would have changed far more than 
the shape of Northwest politics.., ' 

• Bruce recognized and implemented the need to expropriate banks as 
a means of furthering specific political goals, he also under- 
•stood the oossible risk Of capture or death involved in such an ^ 
undertaking. Unlike so many of his racist counterparts, S^uce " 
did not believe the lives of U.S. communists to be soseho^^ more 
precious than those of comrades throughout the world wno are 
fighting and dying in the international class war against inperial- 

,^..*ism. . ■ : . .. ... y . .. . :-v •• 

The death of our comrade weighs like a mountain on our shoulders. 

• Ve loved’ Bruce in life and ve love him in death. Kis passing 

leaves us with more than grief and sorrow; it has kindled a rage . 
that will not be abated until his killers and the class they 
serve are destroyed along with the misery and suffering they^ , ^ 
bring to all humanity. , - • • 

V/e are learning to avoid the self-appointed*'left‘'; directly 

to the people and to rely on then for our strength. The people 
in our community have made enormous sacrifices and have given us 
shelter and sustenance and safety from 'the pigs. . Because of thi , 
the escape raid is a complete success. The victory belongs to 

the people. , . ’ ‘ ‘ 

We* re also learning to rely on ourselves. Using urban guerilla 

•ingenuity, members of the George Jackson Brigade removed the 

torsion arch bars from comrade Sherman’s mouth. 

• . • * * 

Our comrade is free, the pigs have been badly beaten and they’re 
throwing a temper tantrum. They are using their Grand Jury to 
try to terrorize the people by issuing subpeonas to numerous 
progressive people and hauling them before their star chamber. 
iiov they h?.vc started taking hostages from among progressive 
above ground fighters. But they will soon learn that the 
don' t terrorize no easily. . And they would do well to remember 
that what goes around — cones around. 
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/'Love and Struggle, 

i-'.'. * ... ^ 

■’uEORGB JACKSON BRIGADE 
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. ' UEORGB JACKSON BRIGADE * ‘ 
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.inid/r t; autbentica* \his co^uni/ue we‘are |-ding a^^Uet 

recently fired froo a eun used across the street^rr^^^ 
tS^sfof;'r?rhars“SorilS^ "outh.to KZAa. a EeUev^^ 

radio Btation. * ' •■ * • - “- 


.••V 




* 1 *■ 

• .*• - • 

• « ‘ * 

• .5a - • ' 




#. • 





i 


• V 


" •• ( ;•• ?! . . ♦• i’ • ;•*; ^ ,-*Vi /•.?•; ■ * 

• • ••* * *• • *-* * * *J • .«* Ap, 

• • % • . • •.,....• -V. ' % 

• * ••••*• -i- 


’ V/e*re not all white and ve*re not all aen 
said a white male oeaber 
' ’ of our collective 

to a liberal aasked media man 

. ^ . 

. Vfhy struggle with 
; arms» tools r commie Q*e7 
' dykes niggers cons 
when you could slip away with 
' . ' left support action . 

'V.or vague mass movement construction 
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.. 1 can love 

. *Z can slip into class, bitch' privilege 
'love don't mean unity with another 
^•■privilege doesn't change alienation 
both mean slipping into darkness ■ 

'• alienation is masses of couples buying 
. coca cola and grapes at safeway 
V ,. ’.and owning own stereos t.v,*s and cribs 


'.• just like slumlords piaps I.T.T 
.‘'' organized us ^ . ••• • . 

" ■ We' will dts organize" ‘ “ • 

• ■ learn struggle and skills 
, , move nent action new ways 

, * • • •' r * 

hot the vague vanguard . 

. ‘ft'e are a collection 
of oppressed people turning 
inside out with action 
this united few breaks 
barriers of 1* . 

race class' sex 
■’workers and lumpen 
all going together 
‘com'uatting dull sameness 
corporations, government 
and the esta'olished .rule of 
straight white cocks 
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'Xcannot be one 
..acting alone vi\v* oy 
little toe outside the line 
Its both feet . . • . V .. * • . .• 

. vhole body *• . •.•*..•••• 

ain’t no turning back now 
no more cass cectings stale icating action 
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Loving learning laboring 
with a few cocrades 
oh won’t you harbor ne? 

. joining you sistah brother 
is freedoDy Sue, Assata 
George* Jill* Martin 
.new family being sane 
. small* not like Charlie’s 
leaddr ship 


We are cozy cuddly 
armed and dangerous*, 
and we will 

^^aze the fucking prisons 
to the ground 
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PAG£ two S£ , 

(3) EULOGIZED IKE DEATH uF ErtU(£ R ICHAHD SEIDEL* NAniAlIVc. Ei'£)£D WITH 
STATEi'lEWT "LOVE AiO STRUGGLE, GEORGE JACKSoN GRIGADE i'lArtCH, lS7o • 
JOHN WILL I Ail SHERrtAN IS SUoJE CT OF CAPI lOi^iED bAWKwObSERY WHO 
WAS arrested at the scene a® who was shot in the jaw during COURSi 
OF ROBBERY. ON tlARCH 10, 197S, WHILE RECEIVING i'iED ICAL ATTENTION 
HE ESCAPED FRtti KING COUNTY SHERIFF'S CUSTuDY W IT H T HE HELP uF TWO 
BLACK ilALES Oi'jE oF WHui'i SHUT Ai'JD StRluUS-Y WoUi'Dc.D SHER IFF S OFFICER* 
BRUCE RICHARD i£IDEL, THE SUBJECT oF CAPT Iui>£D BANK ROBBERY, WAS 
SHOT AiD KILLED BY TUKWILA POLICE DEPAP.TiiENT AT SCENE uF ROBBERY* 

ALSO EriaoSED IN THE LETTER WAS A 35 OR S m bULLETT ALLEGEDLY 
FIRED FROr-J oiE uF T HE GUNS USED IN T r£ BR * Cu'n'iU NI QUE ALSU ADVISED 
that a STEEL Aii CH JAW dRACE WOi-(N BY aHERilAN AT T WE uF ESCAPE WAS TO 
BE WAILED Tu hZ A'5 nADlu IN BELLE VJc. , A SUtiUiiB uF SEATTLE* THE RE" 
MAlliOER OF THE CuRlUNlQUE WAS ESSENTIALLY RE VuLUT lONAR Y RHETuRlC AiE) 
RANBLING PuEi'l uF SIKilLAR NATUrE WAS AL Su £ NCL USED * JAW tjRACE RE- 
CEIVED 3-30-7S, CONSIDERABLE LuCAL PUBL I CIT Y DE ViL OFED AS A 
RESULT OF ABOVE. 

ON i'iARCH 2D, 1S7G, WRIGHT SpuKE WIT H ^ EDWARD ALLEN I'lEAD AT KI 
OUUoTY JAIL, SEATTLE, WHERE HE IS BEING HELD AWAITING TRAIL oN STATE 
A cQ FEDER AL CHAR G£ S aR 1 Si NG FR U'i CA PT I oNED R OoBER Y. A FTER BE I 
EfD PAGE TWO 
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Page three se 

SHOWN A COPY OF'ABuVE DESCRIbED 6£c«G£ JACKSUN COI/i U NI QU£ , MEAD MADE 
* 

A STATEMENT TO WRIGHT THAT THE GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE IS ALSu RESPON- 
SIBLE for the august 5, 1975, -BUi BING ATTACK oN THE FBI RA IN TACa-5A, 
UASHItJGTON (SEFILE 174-1U3) , BEING INVESTIGATED BY POSTAL AUTHORITIES 
AiD THE AUGUST S, 1975, Bu'iblNG uF THE BIA OFFICE IN EVERETT , CSEFILE 
174-U14) BEING INVESTIGATED t>Y SEATTLE FBI* MEaD ijEITHER DENIED W 
ADMITTED HE WAS A MEMBER oF THE GEoRGE JACKSoN BRIGADE. HE ADVISED 
Ca'iMUNIGJUE WAS PROBABLY ENTITLED INTERNATIONAL Wu-iENS DaY CUIMUNIQUE 
"TO LET PEOPLE KNOW THE ROLE uF WU-iEN IN THE oHlGADE, T l^E LEADIiJG R 0,E 
OF WOMEN". : 








oULLET WILL BE 


PROCESSED BY THE KING COU Y DE PARTME J'JT OF PUBLIC SAFETY LABORATORY 
WHICH HaS done the BALLISTICS EXA'ilNATloN REGARDING THE BULLET TAivc-N 




FROi'i sherman'sjaw Following his arrest fur cAPriuiED oank robbery, 
cqmmunt^e being Forwarded Ui©er separate cover uider Seattle file 

91-4709 To FBI IDENT DIVISIoN FoR APPROPRIATE LATENT EXAMINATION. 
IwTENSE INVESTIGATION CONTINUES To LOCATE SHERMAN Ai© IDENTIFY MEM - 
BERS OF THE GEUiGE JACKSoN oHIGADE. INVEST IGAIION INCLUDING CONFERENCE 
WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES, USA, AT F Ai^D POSTAL LEADERS TO ENSURE ALL 
aspects of CASE FULLY DEVELOPED. 

Et'D 
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The Attorney General 6/11/7 

iUtention: Office of Policy and Planning 
bivestigation Review Unit 
Director, FBI 


GEORGE JACKSOM BRIGADE 
Z6 


ALL IMFOHMATION CONTAINED ■ 
liLHLL'j 73 UNCLASSIFIED '■ 


^ __ The Federal Bureau of Investigation is conducting an in- 

: _ vestigation concerning captioned matter in accordance with the 

current guidelines for domestic security investigations. 



Reference: 

\ 


Enclosures: 

^ A memoraaidum to notify you of 

f — 1 An extended preliminary investigation 

g A limited investigation 
A lull investigation 

□ A 90 -day progress report 
r~i An annual report 
□ aher 



MAILED a 

jui'1141976 


FBI 


Request of Department: 

f—j It is requested that you determine in writing whether 
continued full investigation is wagp^^tod. 

- I I- a 

"Q) Other 


'^■Vi 




Bureau File Number: 105-295956 j,,.. 

— J ^6 7975 
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The Attorney General June 17 76 

Attention: Office of Policy and Plsuining * 

Investigation Review Unit 
Director, FBI 


George Jackson 'brigade tmmmm COIITAIKED 

HHIVlIN is UKCLASSIflED . v. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is conducting an in- 
vestigation concerning captioned matter in accordance with the 
current guidelines for domestic security investigations. 




Reference: ^ 

orC ^O-., Seattle report of 

dated 4/16/76, captioned as above. 


Enclosures: 

SZjA memorandum to notify you of 

I — I An extended preliminary investigation 
[— { A limited investigation 
g2f A full investigation 

I — I A 90 -day progress report 
[— ] An annual report 
[ — I Other 



/ = 


Request of Department: 

t—| It is requested that you determine in writing whether 
continued full investigation is warranted. _ ^ 

□ other ■^//y 


,5* 


Bureau File Number: 


23 JUN 23 1075 


A A-:- 
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MAILED Z 

.’Uf) 1 c 1976 


! 


FBI 


JUN2 51W 



105-295956 


TELETYPE UNIT CZIl 
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OFTIOMAL reHM MO. fO 
JULY tmrs corriOM 
« «SA rrM« i4t croi iof«ti.o 




UNITED STATES OOlCicNMENT 

Memorandum 




DIRECTOR, FBI (I05-29S9S6) 

(100-33069) (P) 


datc: 6/8/76 



// 

GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE (GJB) 
00: SEATTLE 


Re Seattle report of SA 

4/16/76 and Bureau airtel to Alban^date^5/2V7^ 

/ trC'r. 

,eiBu 


[dated 


Enclosed for the^ujeau are five copies of an LHM 
suitable for appropriate^^aj^ination to the Department. 

Bureau (Enel. 5) 

Seattle 
Ijt 
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& B«y U.S. Savings Bonds Kegularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



r'<j 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



In Bt^y, Plta$* R^ir m 
mNn, 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Seattle, Washington 
June 8, 1976 


ttEi GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE (GJB) 


This full investigation is based on information giving 
reason to KelifeVelihtt GEOK U L JALT S DN " B R I GADE (GJB) is or may be 
engaged in activities which involves or will involve the use of 
force or violence or which violates or will involve violation of 
the federal law for the purpose of overthrowing the United States 
Government or the government of the State of Washington and sub- 
stantially impairing interstate commerce. 


The basis of the investigation stems from specific 
remarks and admissions of actions made through communiques by 
the GJB taking credit for certain bombings within Western 
Washington State involving Safeway Grocery Stores and buildings, 
a city power substation, involvement in a local bank robbery, and 
the assault on a law enforcement officer in order to free an 
arrested member of the’ above mentioned bank robbery. Following 
is a brief summary of communiques received to date and facts 
relative to the bank robbery allegedly perpetrated by the GJB: 



ENCLOSQHE 








GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 



a communique entitled "Conaninque from 


the George Jackson 



This communxque 

related that the George Jackson Brigade were responsible for 
placing a bomb at a Safeway Market at ISth & John* Seattle r 
Washington f on September 18, 1975. They were protesting the 
•criminal exploitation" by Safeway of farm workers, store 
clerks, and the general public. This bombing was also in 
revenge for the attempted bombing of the same market on 
September 15, 1975, in which the bomb prematurely exploded 
killing one of their "comrades" and was also in retaliation 
for the capture of four SLA members in San Francisco. In 
closing they suggested a "Victorious struggle against Safeway— 
even if it takes reducing those two stores to burned-out ruins* 
would be a major step in the direction toward people's power". 
The communique was signed The George Jackson Brigade and was 
followed by a rambling poem eulogizing fallen comrades. 


entitled "Comminc 


a communique dated "New Fear 1976" and 

from the George Jackson Brigade" was 


was^made available to this office. In this communique the 
George Jackson Brigade^ claimed credit for a recent (12/31/75) 
bombing of a City Light substation in the Laurelhurst, a 
wealthy suburb of Seattle, and two pipe bomb explosions at the 
Safeway Distribution Center in Belleuve, Washington, on the 
same date. Again the emphasis of the communique was a general 
harange on Safeway and referred to Safeway and City Light as 
"our own class enemies". Communique was signed "Love and 
Struggle, Happy New Year I The George Jackson Brigade". 


On 1/23/76, the Pacific National Bank of Washington, 
Tukwila Branch, 13451 Interurban Avenue South, Seattle, Washing- 
ton, was robbed by four individuals. Tukwila is a small community 
approximately IS miles south of Seattle. The Tukwila Police 
Department interceded during the time of the bank robbery which 
resulted in the death of one of the robbery suspects, BRUCE RICHARD 
SEIDEL. 
r 

i The following two subjects were arrested at the scene: 

. JOHN WILLIAM- SHERMAN, born 8/28/42; and EDWARD ALLEN-T?EAD, born 
} 11/6/41. 
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GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 


On 3/10/76 » SHERMAN escaped from custody and was 
assisted in this escape by two male Negroes r identity unknown. 

A King County Sheriff's deputy was seriously wounded during 
the escape., On 3/10/76, the fourth member of the bank robbery, 
MARK EDWIWTOOK, born 10/26/36, was arrested by Bureau Agents 
and Seattle Police Department. SHERMAN *s whereabouts are 
currently unknown. 1^11:::-^ 


On 4/12/76, MEAD was found guilty on state charges of 
assaulting police officers. The bank robbery trial involving 
MEAD and COOK will take place 4/19/76. 



In this 

communique, the GJB claimed credit for the rescue of JOHN 
WILLi;^ SHERMAN who had been captured during an "unsuccessful 
attempt to expropriate $43,000 from the Tukwila Branch of the 
Pacific National Bank of Washington". The communique suggested 
other members of the bank robbery were members of the GJB. 
Communique went on to comment on "tactical criticisms" of the 
unsuccessful bank robbery, the "murder of their comrade" (BRUCE 
RICHARD SEIDEL), and the necessity to shoot the sheriff's deputy 
during the rescue of SHERMAN because "he failed to cooperate as 
fully as possible". SEIDEL is then further eulogized, the Grand 
Jury system criticized, and the communique concluded by sending 
"greetings and love to our comrade ED MEAD still in custody". 
Communique was signed "Love and Struggle, George Jackson Brigade, 
March 1976", and a poem follows. 


EDWARD ALLEN MEAD, born 11/6/41 has made numerous 
statements to the local Seattle newspapers regarding his 
involvement and membership of the GJB. Following is a summary 
of these remarks: 

In a newspaper article dated 3/30/76, in the "Seattle 
Post Intelligencer", a Seattle newspaper published daily, MEAD 
remarked to a reporter that the George Jackson Brigade is 
responsible for the August 5 bomb attack on FBI Offices in 
Tacoma and the bombing August 6 of the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
office in Everett. He further stated "There are a lot of actions 
that were never claimed by the Brigade". MFAD's statement, if 
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GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 


true^ would raise to six the nuinber of bombings by the Brigade 
starting May 31 r 1975, in Olympia to the New Years Eve destruction 
of a City Light substation. 

In a newspaper article dated 4/7/7d , in the "Seattle 
Times", a Seattle newspaper published daily, MEM), at his trial 
remarked "What we were doing we had an absolute right to do in 
order to further political goals" in remarking on the bank robbery. 
MEAD described himself as a communist whose philosophy is "extracted 
from the teachings of all revolutionary leaders". MEAD further said 
that "I'm going to put the issue of revolution on the agenda. It is 
government that needs to be tried, not me." MEAD said he believes 
"That this government must be brought down, and change can't happen 
peacefully. . .its going to take a revolution by the masses of people". 

In a newspaper article dated 4/21/76 in the "Seattle 
Times", MEAD acknowledges his membership in the GJB stated in a 
recent interview with a Seattle reporter "We believe that this 
government must be brought down, and change can't happen peace-’ 
fully... it is going to take a revolution by the masses of common 
people". MEAD described the Tukwila bank robbery as a "military 
operation" which involved an elaborate diversion plan with fake 
bombs, three getaway c^rs, radio communications and heavily armed 
"comrades". The Brigade is named after a California prisoner and 
writer killed during an escape attempt in 1971 sent in a communique 
last month that the robbery was to acquire money "for weapons, 
explosives and survival" . The Brigade has also taken responsibility 
for SHERMAN'S escape in which an accomplice seriously wounded a 
county policeman escorting SHERMAN to a hospital for a wound re- 
ceived during the robbery. 

In a newspaper article dated 4/22/76 in the "Seattle 
Times" it was reported that EDWARD ALLEN MEAD, 34, proclaimed 
member of the GJD was sentenced today in the Superior Court two 
consecutive life terms for shooting at police during an attempted 
Tukwilla bank robbery on 1/23/76. 

In a newspaper article dated 5/19/76 in the "Seattle 
Post Intelligencer" it was reported that a Federal Grand Jury 
investigating the revolutionary GJB brought new charges against 
two of its avowed members and MARK EDWIN COOK in a wide range 
conspiracy indictment. The Jury said the conspiracy not only 
included a January 23 bank robbery attempt in Tukwila, Washington 
and a bloody jail escape on March 10 but also involved the plot 
to rob another bank and planned to free any captured members from 
McNeil Island Federal Penitentiary or Walla Walla State Prison, 
the indictment said. The Grand Jury indictment charged COOK, 
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MEAD, JOHN SHERMAN, BRUCE SEIDEL and others who conspired to 
rob banks to finance the purchase of guns and explosives, and 
made plans to free anyone who might be captured in the process. 

The threat by the GJB is apparent, not only from tte 
rhetoric found in its communiques but through actions involving 
local bombings and bank robberies in order to "expropriate" 
funds to further the political goals which clearly reflect 
acts of violence to reach these goals. Exact membership and 
leadership has not as yet been determined and sources acquainted 
with various militant and revolutionary type activities in the 
Seattle area which have recently been contacted have advised 
they are not acquainted with the GJB or any of its members 
outside of those individuals whose names are in the local 
newspapers as having made statements to the press. Current 
investigation by the Bureau is focused primarily on the 
apprehension of JOHN WILLIAM SHERMAN and the establishment of 
sources who can further identify members and/or future activities 
of the GJB. It should be noted that the six bombings mentioned 
by the GJB in their communiques took place between a six month 
period from 5/31/75 through 12/31/76 whereas no additional un- 
solved bombing either "claimed" or otherwise have occurred since 
that time. Nevertheless, in view of the GJB's past activities 
and until SHERMAN is apprehended and brought to trial it is 
recommended that a full investigation of the GJB be continued 
until it can be sufficiently determined if it is a fully 
developed revolutionary organization built on the violent 
overthrow of the government. 
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Tlie Attorney General 

Attention: Office of Policy and Planning 
Livestlgation Review Unit 
Director, FBI 
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The Federal Bureau of tovestigation is conducting an in- 
vestigation concerning captioned matter in accordance wiUi the 
current guidelines for domestic security investigations. 


Reference: Bureau letter 6/11/T6, 


Enclosures: 

K • 

[— I A memorandum to notify you of 

[—[ An extended preliminary investigation 
m A limited investigation^ 

□ A full investigation ^ ^ ? O/J » / 

— - — — ■ 

rn A 90 -day progress repo^ 

n An annual report 7 SEP 14 lS7f 

I — I Other ___» _ 




Request of Department: 

|—| It is requested that you determine in writing whether 
continued full investigation is warranted. 
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UNITED STATES GOVHINMENT 
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TO J DIRECTOR, FBI (105-29Sfth 
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DAT*; 8/20/76 


FROM 
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subject: GEORGE "JACKSON BRIGADE 
00 ; SEATTLE 


(GJB) 
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Re Seattle letter to Bureau, 6/8/76; Bureau 
airtel to Seattle, 7/14/76; and Seattle letter to Bureau, 

'-i.-i 0-- 

Recent investigation regarding the George Jacksorf 
Brigade ^GJB) has failed to establish any increase in its 
membership or complexity in its operation or announcements ^ 
by the Brigade to suggest in any manner that it is a bonefide 
group carrying on an organized program of violence for the" 
purpose of overthrowing the U.S. Government, ^e government 
of the State of Washington, or substantially impairing 
interstate commerce. 
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the GJB a: 
MARK.EDWi: 


,The most prominent and apparently only membe:i^s of 
J or were BRUCE RICHARD SEIDEL, EDWARD. ALL]^ ME AD, 
COOK and JOHN WILLIAM SHERMAN. 




As earlier reported, the cdiove four subjects, SEIDEL, \ 
MEAD, COOK, and SHERMAN, were participants in a bank robbery I 
in Tukwila, Washington, on January 23, 1976, in which SEIDEL 
was killed at the scene in a shoot out with Tukwila Police 
Department officers. MEAD and SHERMAN were arrested at the 
scene. On March 10, 1976, SHERMAN escaped from custody and 
was assisted by two male Negroes, one later identified by an 
officer at the scene of the escape as MARK COOK. COOK arrested 
May 11, 1976, by Bureau agent^;^ ^ 

2 > Bureau «« ^ 

r. Seattle r . A VJA 
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On June 25, 1976, COOK was found guilty on the bhhk 
robbery charge and on August 6, 1'97€, was sentenced to 25 and 
5 years on a two count indictment, the sentence to run conse- 
cutively. 

On July If 1S7€, MEAD was found guilty on the bank 
robbery charge, and on August 6, 1976, was sentenced to 25 and 
5 years on a two count indictment, also to run consecutively. 

JOHN WILLIAM SHEPMAN remains a fugitive and investi- 
gation regarding his location and apprehension is being worked 
out of Seattle file 91-4769 (Bufile 91-60165) . 

In the past the Brigade has issued several communiques, 
previously reported, attesting to several bombings in the State 
of Washington from May, 1975, through December 31, 1975. These 
bombings are being investigated out of Seattle file 174-1127 
(Bufile 174-6402) . There have been no additional bombings in 
Western Washington since December 31, 1975, and there were no 
local instances of a bombing matter pertaining to the bicentennial 
celebration during July, 1976. 

In view of ingoing investigation regarding JOHN WILLIAM 
SHERMAN, a fugitive, and local bombings, Seattle Division is 
closing its file on the GJB in that investigation has revealed 
little to suggest that the GJB was anything aside from a mini- 
organization involving a local bank robbery gang whose membership 
espoused typical New Left rhetoric which came to the attention 
of news media only after gang members had bungled a local bank 
robbery leaving one member dead, two in custody, and one on the run. 
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. , Dear Sisters, r.. 

I ' ' ' 

The fine folks of Leftist Lezzics ; 
j here suggested that I write an article • 
on our little wars hare with' the gov- 
ernment, Being, however, sick unto 
death of writing articles, I hope 
you* 11 humor my waning sanity and ac- 
cept a letter instead. 

I am a woman being held in Seat- 
tle/King Courfty Jail to "coerce" me 
to testify before a federal grand Jury 
conducting a witchhunt for the George 
I Jackson Brigade. I’ve been here seven i 
! weeks today; I expect to be released 
i when the grand jury ends - fifteen I 
’ months from tomorrow. 

So far about a dozen of us have 
been subpoenaed in this investigation, 
for having friends or politics which 
displease the governments (I was sui'- 
poenaed for being a friend of Po Ford, 
who died trying to bomb a Safeway, store 
here - he never was associated with the 
GJ6 - and for having been active In pri- 
son work and a one-time member of the 
I Left Bank Books Collective.) The gov- ^ 

\ ernment seems to bave backed down on 
! seven; I'm in jail; and four are still 
^ pending. 
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“■ We, as •’VHtnesses," are chsrged 
with no "crime" and therefore are 
entitled to none of the rl-ghts 
aceor-ded to a crimtnal defen- 
dant: we have no rf^t to 

remain silent, to have 
counsel, to avoid self- 
incrlflilnatlon, to a trial 
before imprisonment.* 
the list goes on. 

Not that I consider 
myself to be getting 
really worse treat- 
ment than anyone else 
who comes before the 
"criminal ' justice" 
system: in my 

case, they just- ' * 

aren't prf;ttylng '■ 

It up with an In- 
dictment. 

!» ...Not that they • 

'■ aren't trying: after 

i I was jailed, an effort ^ 

•got underway by the pro- 
secutor's office to frame 
me for a GJB bombing (the ' 
Laureihurst City Light sub- 
station on Hew Year's Eve). 

I was dragged by five mar- 
shals to a lineup, where a ^ 
"witness" identified me as "the 
woman who climbed up a tree" by the 
substation the afternoon before. 


tree-climber you'll ever meet; Ed l^ead,'^ 
a GJB member captured In February, has 
stated that there were no women - much 
- loss anyone of my description - involved 
In that particular action; my position 
of critical support for the GJB has in- 
cluded some pretty scathing public crit- 
icism in the past, before they cleaned 
up their act with regard to people's 
safety; the prosecutor's motives (to 
scare me to testify, to make me a "warn- 
ing to other witnesses, and to justify 
jailing me without charge or trial to 
the press and public) were all too ob- 
vious even to the straight media; and 
last (and, considering, probably least 
where the courts are concerned), I just 
plain didn't do It. i am not, nor have 
I ever been, a member of the GJB; nor 
have I helped or participated In any of 
their actions. And I couldn't lead the 
government to them if I wanted to; any- 
way, I'd rot In jail the rest of my 
life before helping put anyone in pri- 
son. 


• e Ml I.IIC wMiy wiiu J0I ICQ nere 

so far, I consider myself In many ways' i 

•. • ■ 1 

•the most fortunate of the "witnesses.". 
Four years of prison work made jail, a 
much less shadowy threat to me, and 
easier to deal with; and when I start 
feeling sorry for myself, I'm sus- 
tained by the courage of folks I love ' 


No one, Including the press, was 
too convinced: the “witness** had ad- 

mittedly been shown photos of me before 
the lineup (as was done with Mark Cook, 
la black prison activist likevnse framed 
for nonexistent GJB involvement): folks 

who checked the site say that a) there* s 
no reason to cl imb a tree to case the 
substation, and b) the only tree that 
] would hold my weight has no branches for 
i ten feet up; at 5*6** and 195 pounds, 

^ l*m not the most athletic, proficient 

* -- 
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■Jer^ng Indeterminate (life) sentences 
In California, and can remind myself that 
my little seventeen months ain't nothin# 
I've learned that I can cope with a 
spectre - the grand Jury “ that|s haun-. 
ted me for years, without broking down# 
I've seen better than anyone how Incred- 
ibly people - especially folks from the 
womens' movement. In which I was never 
very heavily Involved - have come 
through when the going got rough. 

Through the grand jury wars, I've met 
two people who have helped me hold to- 
gether as I could never begin to express; 
John ZIeg’er, the first lawyer I've e>^ 
admitted I love, and Laurie Raymond. 

Jus( to have met those two makes the 
whole nightmare worthwhile - and that's 
not lightly said from my present perch. 

In fact, Laurie Is so devoted a 
sister that she's In here to keep me j 

company right now - and brought two | 

friends with her! Jo Maynes, Alice Ray- i 
Kell and Laurie were arrested for e Pa- ^ 
clfic Life Community action against Tri- 
]dcnt Nuclear Submarine Base (cutting 
i fences), and are serving 30-day sen- 
jtences. Jo, Laurie and other PLC mem- 
bers also have a trial pending an- 
other similar action. 

...And Laurie also goes 
to trial Nov nber 8 for. "as- 
Saul ting a federal marshal" 

(as I was handcuffed to be 
Jailed for refusing to co- 
operate with the grand 
jury), She faces up to 
three years and a $5»00C 
fine. 

Well, the Seattle 
left community can 
hardly be accused of 
, shirking our duty to 
; contribute to the cur- 
I rent prison population 
i explosion. 


• j? 1 ^ Of course, life • : 

goes on In jail# Since 
• I've been here, I've 

offered the tiny nudge 
required to start a tre- 
mendous campaign for med- 
ical care here In the 
Women's Jail. Leftist Lez- 
zles picked up the ball out- 
side and coordinated a short- 
notice demonstration of ISO 
people on Saturday (SA)# 
feople are really getting 
behind our situation and the 
jail administration Is clutching 
desperately for excuses - or. In 
some cases, saying up front that 
prisoners (especially us "hysterical 
women) don't deserve good medical care. 

We wl 1 1 see some changesl 

Meanwhile, outside, work Is pro- 
gressing on the big old house (Sheep 
Ranch) that Laurie and I had just 
fought before 1 was" Jailed# (Object- 
^fvely, this may have been a foolish 
■ move; but we were made an offer v;e 
‘ couldn't refuse# Besides, I think we ’ 
felt a need to assert our right to have 
lives, In spite of the government, snd 
■ create a home as some base of stability 
for ourselves^ and the tv/o children, 

Lily and Dan. ..and at the time v.e didn't 
know Laurie v/ould pick up an assault 
charge. Oh v/eil...) We feel optimis- 
tic about our chances of not losing the 
house# And Lily and Dan are with good 
people. The community has really come 
through tremendously with help. 

So we're holding up# We do, how- 
ever, desperately need help in the 
money (for support of Sheep Ranch and 
the children as v/ell as for our legal 
defenses) and publicity departments. 
(Contributions or v/hatever can be sent 
to; Deep Freeze, PO box 128A7, Seattle, 
WA 98111) We've also considered the 
Idea of autonomous defense committees in 
different cijties. If anyone has energy 
and interest in such an endeavor, drop 
me a line and let's get stuff moving! 

(c/o V;omens' Jail, Publick Safety Bldg., 
Seattle, WA 9810!*) Hailing lists would 
be real helpful , as tvould "piggyback" 
offers with papers... 

Thanks for bearing v/ith me in my 
(as usual) lengthy blatherinsl 

Love and Struggle 

^ Michel le Whi tnack 
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Preliminary investigation has been initiated on the following [W organization individual and 

a search of FBIHQ files is re(}Uested: /\ 


Name/Aliases 

Birth date 

Birthplace 

GEORGE JACKSON BRIGADE 




Residence 


Employment 


Description [ ^her 

I ’ 

Sex Race 1 

Basic Allegation 


Since September, 1975, an organization identifi e<a 

as the George Jackson Brigade (GJB) has claimed responsib i li ty 
for nuinberous bombings an(5 bank robberies in the State of 


Washington; approximately six bank robberies in the State 
of Oregon; and members of the briga<3e were involved in_a_ 

- FOR USE ONLY OF FBIHQ 


Bufile # . 


105-295956 


r { Bufiles negative j 1 Bufile s identifiable information 

^^ Bufiles contain no information not in your Attached Q]] Will follow 

FBIHQ concurs with Field action 
( 1 No basis to investigate; close case 


possession 


I I Insufficient information on which to base 
search 
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PD 100-14917 


beuik robbery at Tukwila/ Washington ^ and a subsequent 
successful escape of one of the robbers r captured after 
the robbery, in which gunfire was exchanged and an officer 
was wounded . 

In view of the GJB’s obvious propensity for force 
violence, and its blatant violation of Federal law, it is 
recommended Portland conduct investigation in an effort to 
determine GJB sympathizers and contacts in the Portland 
Division. 
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iO&MTIFIo; IN SIX BANK HwBB^IES IN IKi. STaIc vF uRlGoN. 

I^v- • ^ ■ - 

b.>HbTw S?ht.i** mLSu lUCLiDct) HIT A Ut^le.H£ BRwWN P.tlU TKc.R^S£ ANN C^UPi^ 

KNwWW aSSwCIATwS wF SKtHilAU WHw HaVl AlWt-D Hlil IN Ba»^K R«BB£Rl£S*^ 

1^1 

tep^ 



PaG£~ taqipi.^ Sc 174-12S9 CUaR 

vN liAY 13» 1977> S£aTTL£ BlVlSluN INT&RVIlWcx) 

nNO PHwTwGRAPKIC displays ilAD£ WHICH INCLUDE PHwTuS 
wF JOHN V1LLX*.M SHlRHhN, XN^VN Mi.i®£R i^F THE GEwRGc. JaCKSoM -; 
brigade HiH CURRENTLY FcDi:.RAL BhNK ROBBERY FUGITIVE IN WASHlNGTDNl|i^ 




UJiiBLc. T’- Ii/EiiTirV nlftv4.;^ i»; Phwiw DISPLAY. *“ I 
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INVfSTiGr-.TIwN R..V&ALED THaI TKc. SAil£. CwUPLE RcNTEO BwTH 
t'^-.^AFE DwPt^SIT B^'AiiS uW •'IaY Sf 1S77> .“.liD irin^ i riX/iY . ID 

‘ g-- ... ■■ ■ 

SaCH BLX Uri i'j«V 12, IS 77. Tht C*^U?Lt UHLIEED THE NAMeS KaRL 'J. -^ 

■■'a.-" ... .... 1'. :.'-<.i 


N£VLAi4>v>.{€) C/R^L NEblyjE). 




KARL NEWLJ^D DtSCRlBLu AS WM, 6»0” , 172 POUNDS, BReWN *HaIR» 

* ' ' Cv' 

f-MttPPRuXIWnTEL^ 3fi ViARS wf AGt. CAROL NeWLaND DeSCrIBED aS WF^ 

. fe ‘ ‘ . - '- V 

|T''S*G", 12B - 130 PuUi»DS, BHv-v.'w HaIR, APPnoXI»lAiELy 27 YeaRS 'At 

%:,i..fe ■ • • • •- "i 

K'AGE. SE-.ITLt lA^ItS TH.-.T JuHN WILLIAl'i SnERrtAH HaS UTILIEeD ALIaS;. 
*^pi^DF K«RL JOSEPH NttfLato. ‘ 
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■ SEhTILc i)IVlSI»/<* HAS SiCURj^ Chil'it SCiSt i,I 
, ifsAlilt, has -BIaINu) aLL CoCUMESrS IHaI ViM HABOLgi^^^P 

1* ' IKE KEk^,.i4iS. EEAlTL-i HaS cBlAlSEi AU. S^CUi-lEBI ABO B»MB CwMPOBEm|jJP 


FRUM Rr.iNitR NoTIw.NaL BANK, BtLLtVUt, FhwM Tht BtLLtVU*- P*^LiCfc 
Pi'EPARTMiOT. Ci.wSt LiniSuN Btli« WniWTAiWtu WITH Rt^MwRu AiW.8EJl£J 








Ki?^i.ic£. 













StrllLA. K^.:. 





COPIES wF^Kt GtwRGt JkCKStoii BRlGACt 
PHwKt BwwTHS WHLHt THt CwNMuyiGUi-S WtRt LuChr£i3 HaV£ BttN ,.^^.^ 

WITH Kc.GATiVt RESULTS FoR LAl^^^iT FlMGt-rtPRlWTS^ NEIGHBOR 




IKVuSTIGfvTI^rtS HhVt Bi^tw CwcDUCltD WilH N-tGAilVt RtSULIS* . 

ALL MPnWItS i^LRTlwKai) I« CuMrtUSlQUE Tnpl THE GB^RGt JaCK^|^ 
BRiG/iDE rRE *^«INST K<-.Vi BEEN HoTIFltE fiJO i^CLL!i>£. Ws-Ytai^feUStR^f^^" 

PriClFiC Ciirt hi^ F^Ul'DRY, SAFtCw ivisUftr.i'JCt, ButifiG aIRCRA^ 

■■'.■■■ . '■•' • , ‘ ■ . 

^fc? Ci'/ipAtiV Aiii BfenliLfc FiftiT WhIi'-'N/J- BanK. ALL ifttot C^o?iPANltS / 

MUG CwUtlTY VlhSHiaGluN* . "■ : 5 
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SL 174-1269 


CLLAK 




; -■" -?/^V ■■ •■'-■'j 

A^/JwK BmNKS Itt WfiSHliGTwK ST«Tt HAVi BwN Ji^IIFIca^ 


JvH« yxLLi.-i bfitA.l«.«» HiS ASsvClAlfi^ aM) IHil^v KaoWK ALi AStS. 
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BhNK CHECKUP EAlsIiiJG CwUUTS Fwrt IhtSi WilH d&GAllVE RiSULTS^^ 

A FLYER WITH PK-T^S wF SKtRilAi'l AJ*^ ASSi^ClAlt* «AS Bt>Ul PREP AftfeP 




Bfcli^s CiHCUL.Uiil^ BY IKE WmSHUJGTwN STaTE BAKKlfiG aSSwCIaTES I'f 
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PwLiCE i>iP..RTrtcNTS IN The. SIaU ARE BtlflC PRwVIi)ED 


V fiSHi iiGT^ w Banks* 


FLYEh. 




iNVcSTiGHll^N CwMINUlNG. ALL WtST Cu AST. OFFICES NOTlFia 
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BY T-LETYPi. ii«Y 15, 1977. 
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